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Freeholders Anſwer 
Mr. John Baiſcoe's Propolals 


FOR A 


NATIONAL BANK. 


Shewing the 


REASONS why they will rather Borrow Money 
of the Land-Bank already Eſtabliſh'd, than 
Subſcribe to Hrs Propoſals. 


| Here's nothing more certain, and to, which all Men agree, than, That 
the Freeholders of England do not ſtand on the ſame Foot of Credit 


with the Merchants and Traders ; for, a Trader worth but a Thou- 
ſand Pounds may Borrow more Money on his Note, than a Gentle- 
man that has 1000 /. per Annum. WE... 

And it's as true, That the Bank of England and Orphan's Bazk do bend their 
Farce. rather ta furniſh rhe Government and Traders with Money and Credit, 
—_— Freeholders of England, and thereby pur a great Difficulty upon their 
Afairs. ; 

And therefore ſuch Propoſals that bring Relief to the Freeholders by lowering 
Intereſt upon Land, will always be. readily -receiv'd by them, and ſound 1o 
welcome to them, that they may be willing to allow Mr. Briſcoe a Fourth Part 
of the clear Profits for his good News, according to his Propofals. 

But that which is the Objettion and Reaſon why the Freeholders do not ſub- 
ſcribe, is, Becauſe he tells them they ſhall have Money or Notes upon their 
Lands for 31. per Cent. per Ann. and yet refuſes to tell chem where the Money 
isto be had, for the Notes upon their Lands they may make without his af- 
fiſtance. And asto the Money, - Mr. Briſcoe's Anſwer is, Some may make trivial 
Objeflions againſt my Propoſals, and demand, Where will the Money be found to 
Anſwer the Bills of Credit? But I do not think my ſelf oblig'd to acquaint every 
impertinent Queriſt with the Methods I have to propoſe for raiſing a Fund of 
Money. 

Such an Anſwer as this, if ever it would have paſs'd, it muſt have been at 
another time, and trom another Perſon; it muſt have been at a time when the 
Neceſſities of the Freeholders, ſeeing no Hopes of Reliet, may-make them wil- 
ling to believe any thing. 

But now there is a Settlement of a Land- Baxk that has pals'd the Examina- 
tion of many Learned Council, and the general Approbation of 44 Perſons that 
have read it. And, as it's reported, when Mr. &riſcoe himlelf read ir over, he 
could make no Ovjection, bur defir'd ro be a Subſcriber tor 10001. without 
paying any Money ; and ſince ſeveral Eminent Perſons, Freeholders, and others, 
have Subſcribed ; and many have Eater'd their E/tates for the Borrowing of 
Money at 3 /. 10 5. per Cent. per Anz. and givea notice to the Morrgapees for 


taking 


[2] 
taking in their Mogey; it's therefore not to he imegin'd, that the Freebwdlers 
will vide: thepr Parties, and enter their Eſlyery wpon fo great Ungerainty, 
_ be called fmpertinent, if they ask where and when they {hall have the 
oney. 

Beſides, ſuch an Anſwer ovght to have been from another Perſon, from ſuch 
a Perſon only of whom the Nation has had Experience of his Wiſdom from 
the good Syccefs of the Aﬀairs he has manag'd ; and not from a Perſon who 
by common report can give noinftance-of any- Advantage from any One of 
all the Projects of which he hath been the Promoter. 

There are too many that from the Loſſes they have ſuffer'd by the Projets 
of making Paper, Lingen, Copper, Venetian Metal, Silk-Throwſter-Wheels, G&c. have 
Reaſons aat to believe again. |, 

And therefore the Freeholders have reaſon to ſuſpeQ, if they Subſcribe to 
his National Bank, that when they want their Money to pay off their Mort- 
gages, and venture his Reproof, in Asking him, Where the Money is to be had, 
they may receive from hun Degp's Anſwer, when he made his Will Thas 
they ſhould have the Money where &er they could get it. | 

That which, ſeems to be a Reaſon why Mr. Briſcoe might hope to be be- 
liev'd by the Freeholders, is, Becauſe he formerly Printed a Diſcourſe againſt 
the Bank of England, with great Propoſals to the King, Nobility, and Gen- 
try of England, together with ſeveral impraCticable Notions; and therefore 
reckons hunſelf the Firft Propoſer of a Land-Bank. 

Whereas it's well known, that two years \before his Book, there were Pro- 
poſals: printed, and-offer'd to the Parliament, concerning the raiſing the King 
Money by a Lavd- Bank. And it muſt be agreed by all Perſons, that no Pro- 
poſals were ever made publick concerning a Land Baxk, that could be redyc'd 
co PraCtife, £1ll this Settlement of the Law-Bank was produc'd : And afl-the 
ſceming-uleful pars of Mr. Breſcv's Propoſals for a Natrona! Bank are diredtly 
taken trom the Settlement of the Land-Bank, | 

Therefore ſince the chiefeſt part of his Propoſals, which is,Where the Morey 
is to be fonnd, to Circulate the Bills of Credit, is to'be a Secrer, the Freeholder, 
are of opinion, that Mr. Bri{cee's ' Propoſals for a Natrona] Bank; is rather: to 
amuſe them, and diſturb the Settlement of the Zara- Bank, which has already 
made ſuch good. Progreſs, becauſe he had not that SatisfaRtion he expected; 
than to propoſe any thing that may be more advantagious : Which ſeems the 
more probable from the Number of S«#/cription- Boots plac'd in ſeveral parts 
of the Town, and from ſome of the Perſons that are employ'd.in taking the 
Subſcriptions, as if there were a Plot againſt the Freeho/ders, to divide them, 
and prevent their joyning with the Land-Bank, that is ſo much to their Ad- / : 
vantage ; which perhaps 1s the Secret he keeps to himlelf, and not yet ripe to 
be diſcoverd. 


they canaflord to do it ;) he ought to make it Publick, that the Natwn may 
Judge of ir, or elſe ſhut up his Books; for the Deſign of rhe Land: Baxk 1s 
r00 weighty, and great to be bafiicd or trifled with. And that it may appear ſo, 
at the Deſire of the Freeholders, the Settlement of the Land-Bant is Printing : 
and Mr. 8rjſcoe' ought to know that the Lands of England are of too preat a 
Value to be Stock-jobb'd, and the Freeholders too contiderable to be call'd to» 


gether to Sublcribe to Uncerrainties. 


